
 
 

Scorekeepers and Umpires 

Preventing Protests 
To avoid any misunderstandings about what the umpires or scorekeepers should or should not allow 
in terms of preventing protests, illegal substitutions, batting out of turn etc. We would like to clarify a 
couple of points: 

PITCH COUNT: If a scorekeeper or Umpire becomes aware that a pitcher has reached 
his/her pitching limit for the day. YOU SHOULD NOTIFY THE MANAGER 
IMMEDIATELY. Do NOT allow the pitcher to throw another pitch. You should stop this 
before it starts. Do not wait for the pitcher to violate the pitch count rule. We are not in 
this to find ways to get a manager suspended. 

Regulation VI (g): "The official pitch count recorder should inform the Umpire-in-Chief when a pitcher 
has delivered his/her maximum limit of pitches for the game, as noted in Regulation VI(c). The 
Umpire-in-Chief will inform the pitcher’s manager that the pitcher must be removed in 
accordance with Regulation VI(c). However, the failure by the pitch count recorder to notify the 
Umpire-in-Chief, and/or the failure of the Umpire-in-Chief to notify the manager, does not relieve the 
manager of his/her responsibility to remove a pitcher when that pitcher is no longer eligible. 
 
ILLEGAL SUBSTITUTIONS: If you or the scorekeeper are aware that a substitution is 
illegal, DO NOT ALLOW IT. If the manager does something illegal it is ultimately 
his/her responsibility, but don't allow it if you know it. Example: returning a starter to the 
game before his/her substitute meets minimum play is not allowed, stop this from 
happening if you are aware of it. Trying to use a Special pinch runner FOR the same 
player a second time or using a SPR where the runner is still in the lineup. Don't allow 
it. Don't wait for a protest, just stop it from happening. 

BATTING OUT OF TURN: If the wrong batter comes up to bat UMPIRES OR 
THE SCOREKEEPERS ARE NOT TO STOP THIS or tell anyone this is happening 
(unless asked by one of the managers). 

Rule 6.07 Approved Rulings Note: (note: The umpire and scorekeeper shall NOT direct the 
attention of any person to the presence in the batter’s box of an improper batter. This rule is 
designed to require constant vigilance by the players and managers of both teams. There are 
two fundamentals to keep in mind: (1) When a player bats out of turn, the proper batter is the player 
called out. (2) If an improper batter bats and reaches base or is out and no appeal is made before a 
pitch to the next batter, or before any play or attempted play, that improper batter is considered to 
have batted in proper turn and establishes the order that is to follow.) 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
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